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SERMON. CCCXIII. 
ETERNITY CONTEMPLATED. 
A NEW YEAR’S SERMON, 


BY REV. JOEL HAWES, D. D,; 
PASTOR OF THE FIRST CHURCH, HARTFORD, CONN. 


‘Peat, xxxrx: 4. “Lord make me to know mine end, and te, cotent? of my 
days, what it is, that I may know how frail I am.” . 


- Jr was orice alleged as a complaint against a certain minister 
his hearers, that he did not preach to the times. He Pape 
he thought it might be pardoned if, while so many we 
ing to the times, one poor servant of Christ predched for‘ete i 
reply carries in it a Ww of meaning which deserve: 
Most serious consideration, ‘will give a direction to my thought 
y Neghs ahc pig I wish to lead your views away from. 
| and fix them on eternity; to annihilate, as far as possible; 
_ the di between this and the end of your éarthly : 
, bring directly before you the scenes of that invisible’ 
Sell ally Slag hog Fone ae rlasting 
= pngedngs then, let the world with all its too absorbing 
ems, be curtained from our view, and let us ‘together i 
, thoughtful step, on the shores of that vast ocean “which 
lates pail. e0, so0m If the prospect be less inviting than some 
be cri that might be presented, it may, nevertheless, be more useful 
in ‘its influence, and leave us, at the close of this service, ee 
fete ot Sch tant cave ih ws ta 
state of our probation and temporary abode. ' 
| “O! eternity! eternity!” exclaimed an infidel, as he ay in 
_ despair upon his death-bed ; O! eternity, eternity! Who can para~ 
the words for ever and ever? I feel the difficulty. ee 
OS conn tite gus which our limited powers cannot fathom. 
The finite eannot comprehend the infinite. As we stretch our 
| ea ete t, we sink back in conscious: 
S ‘weakness, and feel that it is but a gli that we can get of the 
.  illimitable’scene ‘which lies before us, and which we by 
_ the'term eternity.’ If we go to the Dictionary, we find ‘term 
er” ‘beduration, without beginning or end. inthis view, we 
‘ yo eg 
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i i E. nity, iti his proper dwelling-place 


, sense, ban be phidiealinh ” is wit eginning of days or end of 
years ; the same yesterday, to-day and forever. He inhabits eter- 

ee ee ee 
ing“in application to the duration being. t in respect to 
ourselves and our fellow-men, eternity denotes an endless duration 


to, We look ‘back a few brief years and reach the period’ 
velien w 


we were not. We came into being, as it were, but her 

and to-morrow we cease to be where we now are; we 
thin sant of Woheas tau id a er Go Viele of fo & cella ie 
Oconee ube And if this were the end of our being, 
np Broce have no in relation tous. It could only be 
said of us, as of the beasts perish, that we lived and moved a 
few days upon earth, and then passed into a state of non-existence. 
But though the body dies and falls back to its original dust, the 
spirit lives, and lives for ever; so that eternity, absolute eternity, 
viewed:in relation to the future, is predicable of every one of ‘us. 
We have entered upon an existence which is never to end. Our 
future being is to run on parallel with that of God himself. Im- 
ong inate ek gare od bec abana ase 
‘dent property of our souls. As we derived our being from God, 

PR TL adie agg ache a ange All the 
for the soul’ » reine Dae nabs of ie sah 


S 
Die ps toatapo. le weight. My faith in the endless existence 


on testimony of Him who made and holds me in 
~ ‘Being. ‘That testimony is contained in his own blessed word of 
tut; and an the grond of it we have the filet asnurais that 
rs ae before each of us an endless existence—a state of being 

is never to terminate. The heavens and the earth are to 
pass away, and all the monuments of art and works of man cease 


‘ae PP to be: but the soul has received’ from the Creator the impress, of 


eternity. It is to exist for ever. 

But this is a very imperfect view of the eternity for which we 
are destined. It is not simple duration of being that we are called 

to contemplate ; but the duration of all our powers of action, and 
of caitipiec, and i There is to be eternal consciousness, 
eternal thought, eternal eeling, eternal reason, eternal. memory, . 
eternal living, active mind. . And more; we have reason to believe 
' that the powers of the soul will not only continue in being in an- 
scsi an expand o ot erenig evr capes 

on or ever 
*untlog" Hcvetet sje bob hy 

a ; and what an 


us? Mera 
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ETERNITY CONTEMPLATED, 


Prrevi ct | ; But O! the scenegyhich 
a few days we drop these tabernz es. of clay; a 
new world, entirely unlike. that. whi h we now 
immortal spirits, emaneipated from the thralde 
pe iy Age ll Bret in 
advancement in all the capacities of 


What significancy dose thie viow imapant 9 the sam 
by our Saviour ;—‘“ What is a man profited i 
mete penrmn tears Bisson. soph d att 
From this general view of eternity, let us pass to notice’ some 
poner Yate Ase” eh gies Row sd 
i bere But a thé w 
1. It is very near. nine, we pass. into, 
world, and are fixed in an everlasting state.. It. may.seem.-other 
wise tous. -Amid the busy cares of life, we are; 
that we are mortal. Like the rich fool in the parablesw 
te dees senate ite “hPa a 
for many years, shall live to accomplish oll oat Sead 
all our pictures of earthly ha: 
and we are: hurried away. . eee 
pri is us silently but swiflly tothe e 
As we pass wn the current, we may somell 
that we stand ati, are wont to amuse ou a 
at the objects on r side, and ‘with pluc cing Sty 
_ flower from the shore ; aig dpe 
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1 ss ae eco ag of ck Aa dno inh smnateias 


¢ Saal moment, if twinkling of an eye, and thustbe 
caught ord'int the air. But this is fot ownuillot , 
ment. emus ike, down to the ditch 









’ , to our dwe! place in 
et seen down ‘by a sudden stroke of! Provi- 
ike Bad thus-escape the pains and wastings of dis- 


or co ere won # mares Fa aie a 
be b perhaps by long distressing 
Shiai doves by Geghoea dks indoor St Ua psahes sy 
Lindiat ohn not till our flesh and strength are consumed 
life itself has become a burden fo us. However’ this may be, we 
must all enter into eternity through death and the grave. How- 
ever we may live, or however uninterrupted our — 
of hata earthly happnes one destiny at ts ‘The 
dime wil came when we mus ie down on our bed and die; wher 
‘know, in otr experience, the nature of that mysterious 
» which the living spirit from the mortal tody ; 
sys the ne D the presence of God, and lays the other’ im 
Cem lpeiners Solemn e 
Nature shrinks and shudders at its approach; but recs 
it Itis the door of eternity, and through it we must-all 
to our dwelling-place in the world of spirits. 





: things which now so absorb our 
y our hands—the pursuit of wealth, ambition, pleasure, anc 
humeral J ices they beat he been, erica 
to us as ver or be remem. 
| only as having bled or hed tno pean 


S Niu, centres of ‘sense end prone to seek our e€ 
he things of sense; then, we shall be disembodied spirits, d 
ig i a spiritual world, far'away from earth and tine 
etethity. It is a place and mode of existence of we ‘can 
“pA sg This only we know, that we ‘shall’ be 
living spirits, dwelling in the midst of spirits like our- 
Gdired Win te eal pean of God, and tier tenplenas 
if ha so WAR hives Wok rd cis eafcte of 2 any sexi 
but salivces Mga AS" eplritial tcerel | All, I say, i 

dural any bo iaaiuiibegtieasoae cece 
po olin Ahad em 9 gg yes =e inf 
ee there. a Dticsener ites 


; pris We shall foe 
: very anid the tes ch a 
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joyment or hope, because Ww 
; TGI'Se able to tien the peeledbiseheiopd a the soa 
ous Being by whom we shall: feel eanaen @ 4k; eV at 
and every where surrounded. ms M mi 
4. When we pass into eternity, period sonuataied 
‘be-ended, and our state unalterably fixed. Our. condition in the 
ee ee ae me ke 
here for @ season, with various parts assigned us‘ 
of ‘action. At the-close of our allotted, | 
Tucge till call ns infos presence, and we ; 
joyous plaudit of Well done, good ond Seiiiiehel 
Gpielraitnee hake ent aae lon 
bliss or endless woe; laying up treasures # 
for ourselves a cup of trembling i 
Gant end net utith the periemaniedot.shent, 
their results into the state beyond, the grave, 
ar iene perry epi tpt ee et 
leet to do in this state of our probation. ©! that ee a 
ee emp 8 the only 
wé'shall ever have. Qur present time. d 
bey a eps spd tenag. | vmmerman tt 6 
state of unchanging destiny. Our connections 
suits, our character, our allotments, all eternal. | 
beyond. Toca ned uate 
a a ee ee 
after fica-enstendiin shiek fll bebis. 6 nen 
ax ven or in hell. fore Gi 
eS 





ait 


ty, j 


f hell and ‘heirs of endless despair. Such'‘is the close of 


§ 1a. 13gi3} fai 
lial Hee 
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these the ‘inevitable allotments of all :the chil- 


> b +f 
ct ewe oe & 


being, 
pn of men, 


'? . 
ore fi } 
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+e Sta state of 
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RNITY consi. 


@ then, from the tumult and bustle of 


y és 
God, and with thisaeeieea of the fing 
Jer) What are your lead is SU 


ay! this Ti 

pigi pese p . provision are you making for th: 
life, be Po grave, which is never to end? . What degree 
thought and attention do you bestow on God, his law, his gospel, 
and. that account which = are soon to tender to Him of the 
deeds done in the body? In what degree is your conduct goy- 
-erned by a sense of his presence, and by ype suinarhy 65 eva 
In what manner do you discharge the duties which are incum- 
bent on,you in the various relations which you sustain in life? 
‘Has the great work of moral renovation been pi paiva 
‘ Do you know what repentance is ? what faith is? and 
live a life of Soramnnin SNAP a of growing ; 
his kingdom these things are forgotten. by you, 
nent ickomeare in poet mead cen oe eason to trem 
your,situation, and to mourn for the day that is coming’ 

Rather forget. your . Racing: Bay age your, hes Ith, your 
your nearest earthly friends, that eternity which is.so néar 
and.s0 certain. “A man who has.a cause to be heard to-méi 
in. whieh his life or his character is concerned, cannot fe 
sane) Yani. se,sopedemaned. to, Sia Sear taenry cannot forget | 
amazing, then, on of men to forget eternal joy, 
wo, the eternal God, and the place of their eternal abode, whe 
they stand even at the door, and any moment may hurry them 
emay. 102m scmee of pnendieie depny. 1 staid nt here 8, iar 
fiction, or to indulge in conjecture. I speak of admitted. v 
of death, judgment, eternity, heaven, hell, and I would fain 
mado unk anxl judge of begs things.o5 som will, Hee h, 

assed, and its delusions vanished, youre slr en - 

Bibare ie tolsina seman sons as uvercane Was =a wy 

, I desire ring eternity so near as to overcome 
! Prpeckon t with all A wien : 
one, to inquire seriousness, and w! 
iit fete taluk data and Hea Il have passed — 
i, anid you. shall be summoned vee the scenes of 
id time. To think often and seriously on these ee 
features like ns, inhabitants of earth to-day, and _o 
;).and. to Rare eee 
gi: Spiga lee 













Seaiiee ¢iettions as well aalteas eminently exposed ; 
they are not on their guard, piety will wither and die in their 
erat ttn ae a ate ity. . 
How shall the world be kept in its place and the heart ele- 
vated above its stupifying, be influence ? Keep your 
eyes on eternity; remember that you are to be here but a _ 
days, and that your great business while here, is not to 
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of fie bet w 
rae: Aretha gt tachment is teyont aifer- 
tions begin to out after the riches, honors amd pleasures of the 
world, and in the thidst of all, your religion grows cold, and your 
eg? aah a yiedaircatldaeirtine se Jota 
these things now so much absorb your attention, will a to 
you on your bed, what comfort they willafford you: 
La oes, or when you shall be called to review 
the scenes of final judgment. Would not this hold in cE the 
love of the world, and lead you to form those sober of 
a, Cas which are most consistent with your d ‘God, 
and id. to secure your immortal interests ?- If potteontd 
live above the world while you live in it, escape its 
and snares sie, earen Seceins ae mnstions Sess Sieh See a 
ition, converse, often and seriously, 
oo wdhendhemmag eee ieee ag gs Ey 
world, and be forgotten here, as if you had never been, and how 
infinitely poor are all the treasures of earth, considered in relation 
to the immortal spirit, and its approaching trial before the. bar. of 
ent. 
Eternity realised would prevent spiritual declension, make 
sagging wcoree, nagar bem eo me the 
of the christian life. All backslidi 1 
on by losing sight of eternity. Agere s.r empl ory ‘of 
living waters, till he turns his thoughts away from the scenes of 


Pos, apy: (ere like the fool ‘in- 
pow dhe ac 8 eling hat he has goods ai Say 
to en 
friends? Could you, depart from. God you, realised ssoaity 
i 





Could you be cold and formal-in pelpat, 4 oo 
siti tom ind Tkcet yon onetime 


rn pamper deri reflected how soon 


















foreaality in tod’s service ln But eternity’'¥ 
them in a very different light; and if: they are) found ap 
we draw near to that unseen world, hope will depart, and:shivé 
ing despair seize upon our souls unmeet to appear beforeGe 
4. Eternity realised would make us ahxidus to: props Othiers, 
as well as ourselves, to meet its awful scenes in-peace..» Ho wis:it 
with persons who feel that they are about to: leave. the world and 
go into eternily ? the diate gape 7 reper aac 









ments, and Jast remains of strength in speaking a ait 
the great subject of religion, in waming them of ti d de- eS 
lay, and in exhorting them to live near God, if they die: in 





hope and-have peace in their Sateellliabenheeaaines feel 
and converse, if we were suitably impressed with’ the powers of 
Set eget ant tealince how soon we and’ all around us 


shall die and Be in eternity. We-should not mn ah moet 
paration for so solemn a change ourselves, but we:should feel an 
interest in the spiritual welfare of others, and do-all-in our. 


te bring them to Christ and salvation. It would be > for 
us-to journey on ‘with fellow travellers to eternity without speak- 
ing tothem of the way and of the end, and striving: by our pray- 


: of 
death’ into the path of life and heaven. _ And engagingay 

inthe tenderness and earnestness of spirit, which a 1 ulizing 

of eternity would inspire, a p r power would attend a 
deavors ; we should have a ekill in, reacking/thé Wliketiaed 
conscience, and sastayy etecbavessune guribing: at Aaa 
awakened to consider their ways and turn to the Lord. But weilose 
sight of eternity or throw its scenes far into the future, and:so feel 
but little the power of its motives, and do but little toprepareeitier .§ 
ourselves or others for the inevitable destiny. And even what we Rs 
dovattempt in this way fails, much of it, entirely, of efféct;beeause *  — 
it ‘is done without afy suitable impression of the powrens! of tthe _ = 
br omar aad, " a 

realised habitually would make us useful and 

fete under the trials of life, knowing. them to 
but for a moment ; diligent and aetive to do the whole will of God, 
roe SS and blessed forever in the presence of our 
vior. We ‘should feel that we are strangers eet ap 3 
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cen ofour couse should draw nes, fax fom be 
thts was orate ; have a desire to 

» above every fear 

in the presence of God and 


my friends, strive to realise ctemity, how near, how 


thi world -will be gone. Many who 
Sais Sea 


in ath wl ken and de, and gathered wi 
now alive asd in and die, and be.gath a 


“upon the 
‘from them 
then ha 
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SERMON CCCXIY.. .. My 


ei? 
BY REV. GEORGE B, CHEEVER, D. ae 


OF NEW YORK- 


PROBATIONARY DISCIPLINE. 


: lores yi Vices thas by forth fruit.in 
aan ealied ere i 
oi >and shall flourish in, immortal ba 


quenees of ab sing sping oT segictinn Raat aaie 


ing itto be are all brought to view. Let us.dwell forthe 
‘moment upon each of these topics; and may the Spirit of God 
bless this parable for our souls, 

L. First, then, we. inhabit a. world of probation. The three 


are emnmnniiy Sorento of She, TA cemetaally BDH y of the 
solemn warning of. that, word pro , with reference to our fu- 
. tare state. We are on trial for the of eternity. 
‘What gives to time all its value. Why is hated of such. 
amazing importance? It is because we are im _bec 
. . @ternity.is before us, because the i sh 
‘to find an end. A year is v: earthly interest 
gS Name rela Eg hagig y ot becan: 
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power and riches may be lost or won, empires founded or over- 
cities earicliod 6e_Inid in. ruind+ tut. Because. business is 
for Eternity, because the interests of Eternity are crowded 
in caper ae early ap diene 
ing, every one’s work for Eternity accomplishing, every 
one’s doom deciding, in this fleeting transitory span of time. Time 
with us is precious, because We are to live when time shall be no 
longer, because on every moment that passes, the destiny of im- 
mortal beings hangs suspended. Every thing we think, say, 
make up the account we are to render at the bar of judgment; 
SEER Gen dicsig hina to-whightnecae vahigin aacsnceal bektgn in 
this world, bears upon our Eternal destiny. ‘Time with us is pre- 
cioup, hecenes it 4 th Gelli oF bata’ Wiki we eer here, we 
RINNE AG. if. 0 plea we Mie athe sere. of peer 
lasting blessedness. 

We are alll li for Eternity. You have sometimes heard the 
careless and the men of the world and the votaries.of 
pleasure, designated as those who are not living for Eternity. But 
pr Bagot Sage ogy cee tg An re roe ad 

ina There isnot @ human being who is not © 
every diy, evety hur, living: tor asraity: 
counting-room, the mechanic in his work-shop, the seaman on 
ocean, the husbandman on the land, the miser and the spendth 
the laboring man and the indolent, the physician, the lawyer, 
the ik pe Boe ele Fa 

‘and the thoughtless, the pious and 
peer. one ll pgp all live for Eternity. - 
Sstplasiines wav olf tue foeea toapaaniees::) "Pom auee 
lessness can throw off the dread 


t, the converted rg etree 


the, impeniten 
equally for Eternity ; but there is this vast difference : the christian 
is conscious of it, and takes care how he lives; and watches for the 


Sseeses mee ESSERE TESSSEG 


moegeose Pasa 


a i es et 
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This is the nature and purpose of all his discipline in rege 
us. He is ever seeking’ to bring his creatures to repentaneé 
to make them of his own holiness. From the store-Hotise 
of infinite wi and infinite love, he pours upon them influence 
of goodness, and surrounds them with circumstances ‘to 
aid those influences, to produce the fruit he loves"to behold.” ‘With 
the efforts of his grace he combines the wise expedients- of his 
providence, and all he does is for the improvement of their char- 
actér, to make them holy, and therefore happy. He is “long-suf- 
fering toward us not willing that any should perish, but that: 
should come to repentance.” Behold what'amazing resources 
displays, and with what unsearchable riches of grace, and of ‘pa- 
tience, He lavishes his gifts. Influences richer than the Universe, 
he pours upon us. Exertions of wisdom and love, maturedin His 
councils from Eternity, and executed for us in the fulness of time, 
He brings in all their redeeming and renovating energy, to ‘bear 
upon our fallen state. Motives of power to allure the minds of 
loftiest archangels he sets before us. ‘Truths of glorious and aw- 
ful import he reveals to our minds. ‘He sends the spirit of God to 
bring into near view the forgotten realities‘of Eternity, and almost 
lifts the veil that separates the future world from mortal sight. By 
the power of that Divine Agent the conscience within us is roused 
t0 @xecute its work, and the Law on Sinai is proclaimed in 
to 


2 pedals slumbering upon the bed, then he openeth theteats 
man, and sealeth their instruction, that he may wi 'w inar 
from his purpose, and hide pride from man.” ae 
By the power of the same Divine Agent, the scenes and in 
the garden of Gethsemane, the mysterious glories a Savi 
love upon Calvary, and the melting entreaties of that love in the offer 
of Pm sry Sonnet and the invitation to everlasting life, are ever 
before us. The book itself, that contains these wonders, these 
soul-arresting mysteries of moral grandeur, is ever in our eye, at- 
tracting our notice, forced on our attention, quoted for our re- 
ferred to in all pages, an inmate of all families. Its are 
with us in all places of our education, and the very institutions of 
society reflect its influences. Its voices of warning are echoed 
from a thousand sourcés, i i “spiri 


terly inponsible in the midet of ‘theme tigh 
‘sword across the path to hell, as though i¢Would 


to the world of wo, and its pleading remonstrance nevefi 
| Tinging in our ears, ‘Turn ye, turn ye for why will ye die?’ 
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along with the Bible, there is its Siovuiehee ede 
‘event porto of ou whol inte calling us 
+o ments our whole time, its influences are at 
work upon us. When aids anal. enna aeoieionion 
-voices of Eternity may be heard, then its power comes over us. 
poe tbl, sam alg tet satya pone patna teed 
world’s business, is a memento of Eternity, and every week we 
are regularly summoned. to | for the last great day. 
Around us are the visible di of the Savior, journeying heav- 
a... aguesaliiadiae mabaned aoe to the con- 
life of the holiest is a con sermon all the 
the death-beds of the righteous and the wicked, 
oftentimes more than all things else awaken us to reflection. 
Then, there is the recurrence of times and seasons. The months 






























































solemnly 

that we are in death. His" shafts fly thick around us. 'The.bells 
toll at his biddi ernetneennl greeny end eevee ety We 
ery spectator. tombs of our are around us, and’ we 





emia aes 
8 providences he gives power to the provisions 
of. his nen:tnk Gp haaisionncl tor eran He sends judg- 














its pleasures. He sends, in oft-repeated sicknesses, f 








ments, messengers to make us feel that this.is not our rest, and to 
say tous: “Be yealso ready.” By his afflictions He would humble 
is, by his mercies He would lead us to gratitude, by all his deal- 
















: hei : 
within us is this: “Prepare to meet. thy God!” ‘The stars. that 
ale Gerencfaarn hacen nate Wien phe, ance Oe 
-their courses proclaim it. Everything th hath made speaks 
-to"us of Him, and in that declaration of His character, reminds us 
that our is in His:hands, and that the hour is coming when 
we shail wr reo i suggests to us. the 
question, Am I ready to meetmy God? 
at ~ comes to us amid all these efforts of our 
t for our ¢ what have we done with them, 
‘what ass Daenate aaete ive 













































ments to awaken us, chastisements to rebuke us, afflictions to loosen 
the ties of earth, and break the bondage of sin, and makes us hate 


orerunners #0 
remind us that death is on the.way, and in oft-repeated bereave- 


Oe ere aan a ee 


a a. od 


at 
PROBATIONARY DISCIPLINE. 


their owner, and laden with the fruits of righteousness ?. Have we 

lived to God’s or have we been empty vines, bringing forth 

Are-we now trusting in Christ for the \par- 

continuing daily in repentance.and prayer, living 

sadschdidiichaesthadinnate Guaaahoadidientedaaemeaeenaie 

to please God ; RAE A ER ME it 
holiness for his blissful presence ? 

It» is a-solemn thing to look back through any period of dife, and 
attempt to confute the number and of God’s gracious efforts 
for our eternal good: . What ; time and we 
have enjoyed for communion with Him; what for per- 
petual growth in grace, areminrrenie ed rey oreo 
inthe designe deni. the:inve 26-0 Maids sebata-alemaeendenmt 
sabbaths and seasons of prayer, and what mighty inducements for 
holy dilligence in the use of all these privileges! What must,that 
depravity be, which could pass through such a series of blessed in- 


fluences, such an ordeal of God’s saying-mercy, such sovunlesken gs MES 
unchanged ! 


effort of His goodness, and come out 


Lord, with what care hast. Thou begirt us round! 
Parents first season us; then schoolmasters 


Ill. ‘The ‘view we have now taken of God’s salutary 


i and: 
esos knicks snaouss so ai, tr tan cde place ie 
of abusing that discipline, or of suffering it to be wasted: 


beyond the grave. It isnot 

but of destiny. There are no invitations ofa 

to pee ina|actcchealasl eta 
ee enna canna 
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strivings of the Spirit here, and passes into eternity 
unrepentant from all the exhibitions of a Saviour’s 
rested in a world of hope by all the movement#of God’s providence 
and grace in his will find, in a world cf: , that there 
remaineth no more sacrifice for sin, but a czrtain we 
wert ay mare ya ate swe oom oe 
place, let it be remembered that every of 
Ged wilh cents one vw wepel 
remorse, a source of never-ending anguish.. In every 
disregarded, every abused, every effort of the 
disobeyed and he has armed a mre thnose 
God’s blessed grace is not to be trifled with. 
His wasted mercies work their own revenge. Every precious sab- 
waemreel sasiliony owt tastedaieh tee unheeded, every gracious 
despised, every invitation rejected, will be a remembrance 
of exceeding agony inthe word of woe The images of abused 
rise up in judgment against him, they will track his 
sith, ‘they ~will iddeajuis eaten binges invalee fahab-of shinialeny ties 
of fiery fiends. We know that there is nothing in this world more 
bitter, than the recollection of the kindness of friends, recompensed 
with ingratitude. If life were full of such recollections, life would 
be full of misery. But eternity will be filled with such recollec- 
tions. From God we have received nothing but mercies; to God 
the’impenitent have returned nothing but sins: mercies on the one 
side, guilt and i on the other. Eternity will be filled 
with a never crowd of the memories of God’s goodness 
trampled under foot, but now recoiling in agony upon the soul. 
Let it be remembered, in the third place, that every neglect and 
abuse of God’s gracious discipline, hardens the soul in'sin. As the 
months of probation roll round, and successively find the-sinner 
unrepentant, they leave him more obdurate hopeless in his 
state. He becomes habituated to God’s mercies, and they cease to 
move him; accustomed to God’s judgments, and they cease to 
alarm him. Providences lose their power, warnings are more un- 
pore ae ments arena eh a gee 
ag strivings of the Holy Spirit are 
, there is no arrow in God’s quiver that hat eset oan 
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congregation, in the i of health and spirits, Death ma 
have received his i commission. As God walks ‘ 
and surveys his. in regard to how many do we hear’ 
saying : “Lo! years I come, seeking fruit on this fig- 
tree, and find none ;” and if he should now : “Out itdown; 
why cumbereth it the ground ?” it would be just and right. It is 
wondrous mercy that that command has not already been issued ; 
for not three ‘years alone, but very many years, has he sought fruit 
but found none. Siti 
My friends, if you had a tree endued with an intelligent will, 
capable of giving its fruit in its season, and upon its cultivation 
you had bestowed great care; akiahite deuce 
sunny, advantageous situation, and shielded it from the frosts ; 
the winds; if you had caused the early and the latter 'rain’to fall 
on it softly, and the sweet dews of heaven to visit it in their sea- 
son; if you had loosened and enriched the soil in which its roots 
were striking, and made it soft with showers, and blest the spring- 
ing thereof; and if, amid all this tenderness of cultivation; this'p 
fusion of care, the plant thus patiently and sedulou nh 
should refuse to open for you its blossoms, or to yield for you its 
tit; remaining's barton, tneightly sekeltia-your eaelosush Sealers 
any doubt you would say, “Cut it down; why cumbereth‘itthe - 
ground ?” And if, in addition. to all this, it should send out ftom 


its branches a withering influence, to blast the luxuriant»region 
ee een ee ees eh iiteeenalanaae 
Titey eavenent oni ‘oll . dresser of haenelyit 
Now an i you, or the dre: the 
with the axe in his at the command of his Lord, he should 
speak to you, might say, and would say, that this is but'a pi 
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written upon his habits, as if it were carved upon 
ste aah end to tho vhsogeod For the 
scan tential d:geodionb cme, atti ie plore solemnity as well 


; is, as. it were, 1€I-8 
of ths Years temple of ie. Let it be laid im grace, let. be 
the foundation, and sie tis toda other, Dice 

i i in Sobhedt eso canpieurw. your's 
end prediction -of all.the 
_ If there be evil habits, if there be 
LPs tae vuaemminaeaamaamedl 
and the first week, do not these ne 
ra whole’year, like threadsof inthe wap 
“Laan is weaving? . 

take good care of his first Sabbath, and the first Sab- 

take care of all the year. ling props 
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{HE YEAR JUST CLOSED. 


woven out or the threads of feeling and of action you fasten to 
day ;” with what care and solemn earnestness would such a man 
spend that Sabbath! How much of holy joy would he wish to 
concentrate in it, in what stadliianeslin dhol sdeamn iamarten 
ee ee ee ee ee 
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Sieh checthpdade) und anethaet the fignoee ntthetanpeney ae 
woven, and you will see ‘that every day and week, as the’ shuttle 
flies and the piéce grows, only shows what the man put in at first. 
Such-are our habits. Every one of thein has its with the tree 
in miniature. .Andas every seed is a prediction, so is every habit. 
Ifthen you wish for athappy New Year, put you the seeds of hap- 
into its first Sabbath and its first week. Put them in cafe- 
, as if you were burying a precious charge for the resurrection. 
Put them in with much prayer, and, if you choose, with many tears, 
which are as good as a gentle rain in seed-time, and God will take 
care of them, and make them grow. So your Sabbath shall guide 
your week, and your week shall predict your year, and your 
y because holy ; happy; becamis ‘God is in it 
be full and praise as an anthem. 
Let me bring it to God (a man should say) beforehand. Lotins 
ies Ma tiriat, ae 1 WORM Taccver Bin cba i.” Lord, take thou 
threads:of my new life, and fasten :and.arrange them! None. 
else can do it ,and if thou do it not, Satan will be the weaver. , | 
Gea maton least for thee! Every day, as thow © 
aR ag fe. ete >in apenas elena 
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__Aimto a hardness vid of love, 
suppling grace, to cross his art, 
Drop from above." 
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BE YEin sUST CLOSED. 


thei Danang 
sas a tale that is told, Ps. xc. 9, said D vi 
f years ago, and time has not paused in his 
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ae toting See another sta zen life jonenby, 
he ney We ay the thind-thatte of months and ltd 
We scarcely take méte of or 
It were wise and well t6; 
i ptohidexCosaolionssbislaea apes , and \ 
and steadier purposes of wiser achievement ea! 
pes jh wel He suffers no-deélay. " His 


with ceaseless veloci iy , waiting not to eat or [ Vavueaen 


his mighty train of passengers to the la depot in His 


‘He who would moralize on the flight of years, has ample mate- 
rial for meditation. We may mourn our neglects, and sigh over 
our wasted or misspent hours, but time never drives his:car back, 

The past is beyond recall. Even while we resolve and re- 
ale 0 be wine for th ftare tho cll ay be tomer 


ng Ay Fes one at? 
Thus suddenly do men end mortal life.’ ‘A feling of 


of their moral histories. 
These millions have ch 
istence, gone to people. 
sembling for the great day of, 
terable joy "y sorrow have 
to some to fin “ life’s toilsome day over” —to 
to sins—an eal of denies and Bat aren) of tiaksahl 
- with he soe ter omy invisible, 3 apg poe aa 
pay ve ever the tem: an 
ie crch alain’ of hei What joy find themselves 
cone are feed hele river—beyond the dark , 8 , safe in the paradise 
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terable*anguish to others, to find life’s 
u ions y years all. wasted—its nae 
ved—its offe FO inbiy ail Dabeation ieftiand or. ie intr 
‘the door of hope and Heaven closéd forever. 
eed remain a The wun of life wae 
































Hope sper ti eee eye. The 
blood coursed. currents through their veins. They bad 


eich youaetaa ip in the store-honse of hope for many oe 
btight visions of hope were dissolved and fled away. ‘Thesum = =” 
went down at noon. ‘The shadows of life’s'evening gathered sud-, 
denly overthem. The lamp of life flickeredin its socket and neem. ~~) 
The beating pulse stood still. Life’s pendulum ceased its er baa id 
tions. ‘The splendid machinery so fearfully and w made, 

suddenly collapsed. The warm currents became chilled ‘in’ 
courses and ceased to flow. “'The drama of life was qyer. Its brief 
PRE Hci ‘its hi is recorded in the archives of eternity. 

of the soul rained, abandoned of hope 

‘who shall depict the awful representation ? 
uae of all tragedies, the ruin of the soul, will be acted 
aie pitas ahags of Skataey when the curtain of time shall rise 
and be rolled together, as a scroll. 

To that mysterious world—to that vast assembly—to that grand 
assize on the great day for which all other days were made, what 
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multitudes: have wer the past year! Gone unexpectedlyand 
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Fletcher of Madely was one of the init coment said oon 
of preachers. He was SE Pare, OR Te, 
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ing in secret that a blessing might accompany his p 
and that the seed which he had sown, being 


but to attract admiration as a finished piece f ordnance, 
acm borate model-sermon, without prayer, is a gun that a1 an | 
might put his ear to the muzzle of without fear. And ‘sortie sets 
mons are like the artillery- that are wheeled into line ine 
sham-fight, and fired with blank cartridges. ‘There must. be both, 


powder and ball, if execution. is to be done. .Above all 
there must be much prayer. “er mt be rage o De 
Cheever. 
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